F riends' organizations are of great significance to the libraries they serve. At Western Michigan University, the University Libraries are at the heart of the University's mission of teaching, research, and scholarship. Our many fine library faculty, staff, and student assistants are doing an excellent job of providing service to all of the communities they serve, beginning with the students, faculty, and staff of WMU. As Friends we can ensure the continued success of these critically important institutions, the University Libraries and Western Michigan University.
Our Friends' organization is closely tied to the dedication of the strikingly "new" Waldo Library that reopened in 1991 with a formal dedication in April 1992-the same month that marked the official incorporation of the Friends of the University Libraries, Western Michigan University. The purposes of the organization are aligned to the objectives of the University Libraries:
-To strengthen and support the activities of the University Libraries, -To offer a community for interested individuals to come together with a common interest in the literary and cultural activities of the University Libraries.
-To encourage gifts and bequests, -To assist in special projects, and -To aid in the development of special collections.
The 1996 Each year has seen a growing membership and support for the Friends of the University Libraries. In the past year, the generosity of those who have already become Friends, and the proceeds from Friends' book sales have funded the purchase of several important items for the Libraries' collections. As we continue to increase our membership and contributions, there will be even greater opportunities to support significantly the vital work of the Libraries. Please take this opportunity to complete the form below, to renew your membership, and to encourage your friends and colleagues to join as well. Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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